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Ecotextiles are hot right now,
but it can be tough to sort out what'’s truly green.

J ; Our guide gives you the rundown.
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i changes arc afoat in Texriles. 'I.H;r, consadercd one of the
MWM W:h chemical-heavy pio
ducrion mmﬁ : and abr pallution, the
iﬂiﬂ'—ﬂdl‘i.ﬂﬁ ndir carth-friendly options
ﬁmﬂ-’m Ii# r#u; hm for l'lr;';_n:nn.' amed Faon-
Friendly Home Tﬂ'ﬁ- I'#ﬂ Es['u ialisis in Bosamen
MMI.MMMM have seen daonilsle-
ﬂtmﬁhﬂum‘ﬂ mﬂ!ﬁ ¥ projects another 40-
percent wwmhﬂ]ﬂ Gilobally, sales are expected o expand
Froan 1.1 Hhhﬂﬁu-ﬁ.phltum o 2010

Thl‘l;ﬂ”ﬂ. -m#_ml'ﬁ sales may be due in part io the intro-
duction ﬂﬂ# hh‘m retallers such as Targer, Ralph Lansen
'Hmud H H k“‘ beyond, By responding to consamer demand for

. e pliiers have in mirn helped increase attention,

pmdm.n to the lll.!ﬂ'-fr[ﬂ-h.l"

AEar #_ i
1 hﬁm MMﬁﬂﬂdr clever marketing and greenwashing

use bowr-impoct dyes mmm he b ‘ _#]ln:.m it kmovw what 1o bsok for,
- RaviAleagr 2008 A8
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Ulie of the fastest grosng markets m saustaimable testibes
in organic cotton. “Orgamcs are grosn without herbscades or
pesticides and processed without Beach or chemical dyes”
savs Rowena Finpegan, owner of sustanable furnsture com-
pany and desggn comokiancy
o), “Conventional cotton farming uses 25 percend of the
iu—-n...'uln wsed lobally, Those working w ith [H."mn.'ul-". are at
risk every day, Ad pesticsles get into the groundwater, which
wn't gowsd Por the planer or for the end weer”

Ecoe Termic {www, Eco- lerrsc.

Demand froom eetailers and commumers, along with the
sidvent of omganic bnes amemg major manuiscturers, have
driven sales of organic cotton over the past few vears. A
report by Ohrgamic Exchange, a nonprobd orgamization com
mitted to expanding organic agriculiuee, foand thay LS,
cifidifile LiFFCR |"hH.|I|I-.l snles have increased 35 PEECEIED each
vead froem 2000 o 2008,

While the United Seates Deparement il Agrsculiare (USDA)
o cortily some ongandcally grown cotton, it doees pot certify
fimished comton prodics, so ok if organae cotion exmles were
finksbed usiyg harh chemical dyes or mrearmens such a3 soain-
repellant o flamc-retardane coatngs, Joanna MNotken, bsimder
amd head desiener of Lososolo Texnbes (www. LoooLo.ca), o sas-
tatnable textile and home décor company based i Tosoms,
says 1% mmportant to ask the aght guestions and W recegnize
that there are many degress of eoo-fmcndbiness. “There's a
scale of green,” she says. “Some people might have pillows
that are mrganic cotton bt mk thats ned. Ie% mist that it bad,
but you have to call it what it 8.5

PEARSOM TEKTILES D B0 TEXTIES
Ling Peoron Tarhle D Eto Techlas’ mewison
amplr milli in he U5 “io pross iy possibis o
ond Furope fhat e low produce lusurisu, senwou
et dhyes vl suppar? fllariar, i werys Bt e oy
wrirpnmendnl sesparnch Ermer gl ookl
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Crbwiomisly a natural mareral, wosd presonts Bs own siocial
amel sstainabality ssee. Though usually prodoced without
wivjarnig shecp, the anmmals may grase 0 petckle-ddden pas-
tures and the wosd may be dyed wath high-mpace, petrolorm
baed chembcals, Finnegan s undyed wool from foms thar
uze no pesticides inthe pasture or chemicals i the foed,

Jagmie II.l|||.|'lr|-|i-q|:'. director of materials research for Nan,
an outdoor clothing company with envirommental cthics,
says wissl presents some dilemmas bt 1s amang her favorise
materials. “It% challemging because you have o thaink abous
the whaole lifespan of the animal and whao it being raied
Iry=thene are a lod of Bswes to wlve,” she v, Rainbridge i
alee comcerned abuoui chenucal finishes thai prevent shrinking,
which are commonly wsed by texnle makers.
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Thse B ['-lJII.l & mamerilly resistang o weeds, has a
relanively shom growing time (materimg in half the mme of
coron] and produces strong, workable hbers for tesnilbes amad
ather products, However, according to an amicle published
by the Reason Foundsrion (www Reasonoorg), 3 publa polbics
rescarch and education organization, the process of woming
wonady hemp fibers into falsric is masre encegy-intensivie than
the process used for cotton

Ir's lifficulr s fully estimate bemp’s ecoliogical and tech
nokgical poteitial because growing it B Ekegal o the United
Starcs—related to the manjuana plang wdissenal beosp s a
different, nonhallucinogenic varicty—and so selective baeed

SIAR SLA MATURALY
lpﬂl'hl-.f beiamaess w oo selor-
poverred Incilsy, Meor S
MHatwnah oreoses, eepaesr ook
ton o wool lobsricy mlled
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Live Tewhlles wnas ergesn:
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in i Eeseennl aned (orsem-
porury wserior fobric

s

r |




g wisild lighi-tech fiber prodisction has been limited. Flemp
culovanon hans in the United Srares alsos mean all hemp
-|-rndu._'rq. it this country wede made from hemp -.h||'-r-.l: lrcim
ahiad, Chena is the world's grearesy exporter of hemp ex
1I|i_'-_ |1|_|| !|.‘1|_'1. i flhan l"lh‘llq. |_'|_‘| if 1 .III..1.L|.I .Lln,! |l|rII|I|LhI.!|I|
I‘I.Irﬂ|"\.'. Soith America, Asia and the Middle Fas
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basttlesh or other post-consumer and post-imdusirial syn

thetics, recycled polvester deters waste from the landfill,
Mechameally recvelbig, polyvester—chopping up water bontles,
melting them down and extruding the produce into yarn—is
a relatvely low-energy process. Chemacally recyecled polycizes,
on the other hamd, reguires the comples process of breaking
divwn Abers anad kg them mie a polymer agam.,

Saill, there a
cess, Banbridge

re mdvantages to this more complicited pro-
save, “With mechamcal recvehne, vou can'e
take a piece of colored plastic and put it ingo the feed; you can
only use clear water bottles and imeolored induserial waste.”
shee ways, “With chemical recycling, you can take a used gar-
ment, 3 witer botile and post-industrial wasse, thiow them
into the happer anad remake polyester owt of i, I has a very
broad feedstock base=—a lot of differcit kinds of waste can
po indo that, As far a5 we kbnow, we can recvele chemically
recyiled podvester over and over, |:||I||1||-|'|:|.'.'

Hecveled polvester comes with ity own set of environmen
ral challenges, Like newly manufactuncd puhr'm 0t % iEihen

manatacmured LISIENE LIVEIFTHEILY, A SArCINGHgen that can end up

in textile mall wasiewater il the maill docin’r employ a chimed
IIHIF T (R ]

Bur FET recycling also helps keep plasse bottles oo of
lamdfills andd reduces the amount ol pq'rrnlull.um rhar waild
b imseid B r'lrIH_'ll.ll.l,' Mk [‘nl}r\rl_-l' Fibweaw. Olntdinoe oloabimg
mamniitaciurer Moragonis (www, Patagonia.omnl, swhich has
ottered  Fecvcled |_'ﬂ||'|.|_'\.‘||;| Heece simce 1997, eatimeaces than
|'|!| 2006 s 1"¢r||-|,1|.||.'t el LI"'I g6 million |'||.I-.:I||' Pintrles dmin
ol landiills, Addwionalls, the ENErEY ||_'|_||_||I|_'|_| i recvicke PMET
MRk Fli "I-ll!ﬁ'l."l.ll_'r e 10 h'u ||L,!I.| rh:- ERETES |'|_'q,||.||||_'|.| Eir OF
SNE Fi rH||I.|IL|_-II|._ .ﬂrIIJ Ihl_' plln.ru ey Pewer :.|II|.I .Ill.J W ABEF
resnufoes than ofjanic corron

"q.'l_-u. |n||||u||||.'_||_'l|. lasF .,1.:.1:||_'r |,1-|||1.n!|_-: |1|.j.|l|,||‘.1._!unr||_l| A
already beimg put 1o use, and theie better podyesters can e
recveled infimitely with Fewer harmdul byproduces. In 2000,
Victor Innowatex, a based
Georges, Chiche, mtroduced Eco-Bntelljgent Polyestes,

textibe  mamulactan W Saniat
whach
i proafuced and dyed soah environmentally sade mgredients
Borniuso
Bambsoss Eabrics have gatned a bt of afention in recond
yean, and many manufacturers have added them to their lines
Bambess fabrics are silky to the pouch, naturally antisncrobal
and antfungal, and wick momtare from the body, However,
many guestions have arbsen conceming the emvirommental
wiegrity of bamboo processing, as well as the posstble explom
tion of the agriculiural prsluct seme demanad has spiked.
Meedimg very lintde water and few pesticides or fertliers,

the bamboo plant is unguestonably green, It reaches maturity
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CECO-TRNEN. 0 ,_i.ﬂ'l'ul.l.ﬁml.l_ CDUNTIEs TEXTINS
i Leryela offers syl Wienwr of mony smeron | Envirolesnles oHen tob- Bun by e sisteny, Offemeo
h;n-d-t-gr'uduhl-:- o raninl o hemerrmenf genimd rics o] shirty mods with Tentdmy core w bemp ond
onganit dothing and Erorterrac home prodect nriinebls bemp comeai, ergoniz oofon oed are hond
donabes. 3 peercent of bootuw orgons ond socaly knih ond wegees, mcdiding nilk perpprad viing werhe
|1.r||;|l||h i3 vy Corpa lnpnuHr yruzby e uﬂd*rrnrth Frrbprer s b ] I}JI'H

4

':i
1§
b

P




L

'Fu’.:ShiDﬂ IS NOT someining

the 5|-;:,'. in the street:

tnat exﬁ-s’rs u:|n|y in dresses
t- tashion has to do with ideas

the way we live, what is "H:pp&ning

CERTIFIABLE

Wihile wrvedol eoo beafde ||'_-u|-=---;_| virsloma ouisl
snilernahiceedly, te United Siotes has no ofhiciol e
of ke & corhly b bl The peveiie Crindsal
r::l'.-'|u'|.| T ebbe Ghoiiwdor s |.-|l::|1 L
St =) el fieri i evpericmirsee el Lo
1T I.-\.H_h i Ny e, wok it A iy wal {Fpea

[’
or IF"J"EI.I.IIH! Eut IIJII 'b‘-"l.-'""{l :Lll“'d"":."

GO AU NATUREL!

Chech. lobals and ok maoradechrers ond retoilers obouw
o e Cheimeon Weahmenss soch os Bome refondants, o
hrsrihirs, Fud prosde dhomk or doin resiskence. While
thass lireihel ore comenence, ksep i mend thal you
will b bereaiturg in #uo hosd of chemacols every doy —o
hascalth ritl wenrse ghoe the risk of vinien on the wlo

bk ol Fhomssddooe s oo

in twar to five years, and bambon “forss™ help prevent soil
erosion, mmprove ol quakity and retain water in the water
shed, Unfonunacely, in wsme parts of Asaa, growers are Clear
cutting trees to o bamboas on monocodbane plandateons,
elemenanimg heodiversin

|'rn..|.'\-'\.|l'||'_ Fambon intee faberic FENJUATES & hwt ool chiemacals
tiv break dosn the wossdy pulp mio 4 matersal for spmnaing
warn, More mraditional  hambioo IO CsRIng olften referred o
as “mechanmical I,l.'il-\..'l'\-\.llI!_'_- diwn T inveslve a8 many [ lisimi
cals bt FECUres mofe [EmG, chceeyy kil WATET, I tLIII'.": it Ve
mmumentally tawing and obven oot prohabome. Mamsfacmarers
arg '.-.|||||||||.'_ ro Fined more |.|.||||||;_|...|||~ tremd v wavs of trans

FOFTE ||'.|' 114 Il.j.-\. inen winrkable fibers

HI.L-H Tex ali o s Cermilscatenm Dof Bambaow revndes lI!|||
die e Inoim :'| if ||1r|_|| wiihiag ™ ||||| ||'.|' hlrl_"h.l 11 '.l..|||_|'.i|||,'|
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PrACEMTS, Wil |\'|||'r |l.|||||_l-|||| % iR ||||_' FLETLEFE
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In a process similar o reoveled polvester manuiactanng,
sy Pextiles are created from tofu manufacturing waste, which
then guefied and span inmo yam Sy fibers, ssmetmcs
called vempgie silk, are soft and haxunows but olten are more
expriaive than other oo frenadly options,

%oy fabric is a meddle-of-the-road green poosbisct. (n the
one hand, it wses food indosiry waste bs procducts thar would
oitherwise be thrown oot On the other, wov farmimg has lexd
no & number of environmenial concerns I recont years. W hen

so i mant organically grown, it's often beavily treated with

pesticieles or grown from genebically mesdfitsed socid. It can
be extremsely difficult o fand ot aboor working conditions
where sy 1 grown and processed. Look for fabocs made
from sov thar have third-party centificamon.

lexgiles made from woesd bbers, or cellulose, have been
grownd a bmg tme, goang by names soach as ravon, aceiatc,
wiscose, lyvogell, Tencel and Legna, Yanoss manufacrsmng pro
cewses, same of them moee ego-trendly than others, are wsexd
rov turn the woas] pulp inco textide Dhers. Angd while cellulose

P i 1.I|!.| + are bhasically I"I-\.:-\.Il._.'.‘ sidable and m

Y crErpanics
claim the forests are sustainably mansged, few manulacturers
have obained rl‘nl.\,l Ty CETTHRC AN :.'I.'III.'H_“ a1 ddl bt
ypenicies sisch g% the FSC or Oeko-Tex ﬁ
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